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there is no distinction between them. Likewise in the
animal kingdom, the right of suffrage and equality is
enjoyed without any feeling of superiority or privilege.
Therefore it is admitted that there is no distinction of
gender in the vegetable and animal kingdoms, although
they are deprived of reasonableness and have not the
distinguishing faculties. But we, who are confirmed
with the bestowal of reason, and who enjoy all the charac-
teristics which distinguish man from the animal, how
can we act in this manner, and build these false barriers ?
Many women have appeared who have won for them-
selves fame and name by the versatility of their thoughts.
Amongst the Bahai women a number have shown re-
markable talent for literature, science and art, and have
rendered distinct services in all the departments of life.

"In history many capable women have displayed spe-
cial genius for government and political administration,
like Semiramis; Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra, and Queen
Victoria of England. In the religious world the Israelites
wandered for forty years in the wilderness and could not
conquer the Holy Land. Finally a woman achieved this
signal victory. In the dispensation of Christ, the apostles
became confused; even Peter denied Him thrice, but Mary
of Magdala became the cause of their firmness and stead-
fastness. In the religion of Baha-Ullah, Kurrat-Ul-Ayne,
and many other Persian women, demonstrated their
knowledge and wisdom to such an extent that even the
men were astonished and listened with deference to their
advice and counsel.

Correspondent: "What is your object in coming to
America?'*

Abdul Baha: "I have come to America to promote
the ideal of Universal Peace aftd the solidarity of the
human race. I have not come for pleasure, or as a
tourist/1